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reign was undisturbed by civil war. He had continued his
father's policy of supporting Alexander III (though mainly by
subsidies) against Frederick Barbarossa, but his envoys had
played a considerable part in the conclusion of peace at
Venice. He had no inclination to continue his support of the
Papacy. His mind was set on revenge against the Eastern
Emperor; for this he wanted the alliance of the Western
Emperor and welcomed his overtures, which was a complete
reversal of Norman policy. A month after Frederick's con-
ference with the Pope, in October 1184, the betrothal was
announced of Frederick's son Henry with Constance, the
aunt of the king of Sicily. In January 1186 the marriage was
solemnised at Milan, and as it was at the special request of
the Milanese themselves that their city was chosen, it can be
seen how successful Frederick's diplomacy had been in the
north of Italy. Constance was next in succession to the
Sicilian throne, and at the time of her marriage was publicly
recognised by William II as his heir. The daughter of Roger
II, though born after his death, she was actually a year
younger than her nephew. But her prospects of succession
were not bright; they depended both on her outliving
William and on William dying without issue. William indeed
had been married for over six years and was still childless.
But his wife Joan, daughter of Henry II of England, was a
child at the time of her marriage, and was barely nineteen
when Constance's betrothal was announced; William himself
was only thirty-one. However, the unlikely happened, and
so the marriage was to prove of the first importance since it
united the imperial and the Sicilian crowns. At the time it
was only the alliance of the Empire with the king of Sicily
that was achieved, though this was itself of great moment.
It marked the culmination of Frederick's diplomatic success
in Italy. It would have been far better for the Empire if
his success had stopped short at this point; the acquisition
of Sicily by Henry VI fatally antagonised the Papacy and
led to the downfall of the imperial power in Italy.

Hostility          p0pe Lucius III did not visualise these consequences;

Urban*!!! *n ^s an^^ty to ensure the peace of Italy and placate the
Emperor he seems to have welcomed the betrothal. But
the cardinals were not of his mind, for when he died in
November 1185 they elected Urban III, a Milanese and